How Many Good Works Are Enoughto Save Me? (Part1of4)

The Bible does notteach that a Christian can “earn” his way to heaven by doing good works (Eph.
2:8-9), butit doesteach that we are created for “good works”

(Eph. 2:10). Sometimesthat might sound confusing. Sometimes folks will lean on the first part
of that (verses 8-9, as if good works are not necessary to go to heaven) overthe second part (verse
10), and sometimes otherfolks will lean onthe second part (verse 10, emphasizing good works so
much that it might sound like they’re earning heaven) over the first part. So, whichis it? Whereis
the balance? Are good works necessary to go to heaven?

These words are found in Ephesians 2:8-9, “For by grace you have been saved through faith, and
that notofyourselves;itis the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast.” Doesthat teach
that “works” are not necessary to be “saved”? Such has often been argued from these verses. But,
what dothe verses actually say, and what does the balance of Scripture teach?

The Bible says that salvationis “the gift of God.” Does that mean a person must “do” ZERO
things to obtain salvation? Think through Scripture. There are obvious conditions that God places
between a sinner and salvation (Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38; 10:35; Romans 10:9-17). Tosay thata
sinner can obtain the gift of God’s salvation while “doing” ZERO things is to state something the
Bible never states (Gal. 1:8-9; Rev. 22:18-19). God equally places conditions between a saved
individual and going to heaven (which will be examined in the next article). Soto saythata
Christian can enter the gates of heaven while “doing” ZERO things is to state somethingthat is not
foundin Scripture (1 Cor. 4:6; 1 Pet. 4:11).

So whatis Ephesians 2:8-9 saying about “works”? Itis evident from reading the Bible (and
knowing thatthe Bible never contradictsitself but only harmonizesto teach the same thing[Psa.
119:160]) that Paul is not saying that NO “works” are necessary to be saved and to go to heaven.
The distinction Paulis making has to do with humanly devised works, as if one could “hoast” of
earning his salvation. Contextually, we are “created in Christ Jesus for good works” (v. 10), sothe
“works” (v.9) which do not save us are different from the “works” that Christ has for us. Christ’s
“works” for us are necessary to be saved. Man’s “bhoast”-worthy “works” will never save. Andthat
is the difference.

God places conditions on His free gifts. Forexample, He told Israel that He was “giving” (it was a
“gift”) the landto them (Josh. 1:2, 11, 13, 15), but then He gave conditionsto obtainit (Josh. 6:2-5).
He defined the “works” essential to obtain His “gift.” God’s “works” are essential for His gifts!
~David Sproule




Keep these Dates in Mind Birthdays and Anniversaries

04/05 Monthly Potluck Joe Wilson 4/10
04/11 Men's Business Meeting NaomiMcCown 4/15
04/14 Hand & Foot Get Together |Vern & Sammie Engelke 4/18

Hailey Fuentes 4/19
Emalyn Woodward 4/24
Anthony Rodriguez 4/28

Today's News Bible Studies
Adult Bible Classes Ladies Class
(Fellowship Hall) Ladies class - Thursday, at
Sunday am (9:30a) - 1st Timothy 11:00 -12:30.
Wed pm (6:00p) — Minor Prophets Survey of the OT

For us to remember:

Annie Phom, Pat Lindsay, Karen McBurney, Tami Pennington, Jim Preston, Sandi Gray, Shannon
Mendoza, Bill Lafferty, Linda Lafferty, Lyn Gigar, Queca Woods, Paul Mays, Shauna (lla Stevens
granddaughter), Jonni Marcotte, Joe Marcotte, Freddie Garza (Danny’s cousin), Terry Brown, Lupe
Mendoza, Jackson Ward (Josh Mendoza's friend), TamaraZog, Doreen Martinez

Lupe Mendoza as she continues to heal.
Pat Lindsay is home and continues to heal.

Teens Rally on the Rocks is coming. If you are interested in going see Delina Woodward
Teachers for the children’s classes are needed. Please consider filling this need and contact, Fran, Holly, or
Debbie Bolt.

Opening Song Leader Communion Lord's Supper Closing Prayer
Prayer

Thought

{Devotional)

Thisweek G. Keever D.Mendoza C. Sullins L. Moore D. McLaughlin
J. Danley
Next Week J. Danley L. Moore D.Mendoza L. Moore J. Wilson

K. Winstead




No Unimportant People in Christ
So, you think you are a student of the Bible? Let me ask you a question. How many of these Bible
characters do you remember? Epaenetus, Amplias, Andronicus, Junia, Urbanus, Apelles, Aristobulus,
Herodion, Narcissus, Persis, Rufus, Julia, Tryphena, Tryphosa, Asyncritus, Patrobas, Phlegon, Hermas,
Philololgus, Lympas, Gaius, Erastus and Quartus?
This is not a copy of the names copied from some obscure genealogical list. They are all mentioned in
the New Testament. Paulknew them and likely you some day will meet them in heaven.
We know that some of them used their house as a place of worship. One was the first person Paul
converted in Achaia. Some were fellow prisoners and were known by many apostles. Paul described
some of them as beloved, fellow workers, approved in Christ, labored much in the Lord, chosen in the
Lord, my mother, my host, the treasurer of the city, and a brother.
You might think they are not important, but God, for some reason, wanted us to know them and gave us
arecord of their names. They are all found in Paul’s closing chapter to the church in Rome. They are all
on another list found in another place where their names are recorded in heaven (see Heb. 11:23). You
some day will meet them in heaven!
If you sometimes feel that your presence in the kingdom is so insignificant, you are wrong. These were
real people who impacted in some way the lives of other Christians. You are just like them for you to
impact the lives of others. It is not just those important church leaders whose names are widely known
that matter. We must never overlook those who are not known, for Jesus spoke of those who were the
least in the kingdom and was so vitally aware of what happened in their lives. The doors of heaven open
and close on how we treat the least in the kingdom, for our attitude toward them shows our attitude
toward the Savior. The Lord said, “As often as you did it unto them, you did it unto Me” (Matt. 25:40).
We may feel that because we are not visible in some public way in the church that we do not matter.
He sees us and is aware of every “cup of cold water” we give to others (Matt. 10:42). Your worth is not
determined by doing great deeds like noble people. It is determined by the unrecognized,
“insignificant” deeds.
So, live your life realizing that you serve Him, and He gives you opportunities to bring glory to Him in
faithfully serving by doing “insignificant” service. God does not just see the great deeds of those well-
known. He sees you and your name is recorded above. There are no names on that list that are not
important to Him. Your name is important to the Lord. ~Dan Jenkins

Wednesday Night Devotional

Date Songleader Devotional Date Songleader Devotional
04/01 J. Mendoza H. Jones 04/29 D. Mendoza L. Moore
04/08 L. Moore D. Mendoza 05/06 J. Mendoza J. Wilson
04/15 D. Mendoza J. Mendoza 05/13 D. Mendoza H. Jones
04/22 J. Mendoza B. Lafferty 05/20 L. Moore D. Mendoza




ACROSS 42 He was DOWN 38 Catch sight of
1 Aking of the resurrected 1 The alphabet (KJV)
L ¢ T Amalekites 43 Easter __ 2 Merry 40 Different forms
13 14 i 5 Long fish 44 Marsh bird 3 First man of elements
- — - 9 Prego's 46 Sixth sense 4 Italian City 42 Father of King
competition 47 Blocky 5 Exercise place David
13 20 <1 22 13 Ordered 50 Salty water 6 Beers 45 Easter walk
14 Club rule masses 7 Storms 48 Uncooked
15 Flightless birds 51 Reserved 8 Groups of bees 49 Toy with
e 16 Tribe 52 Biblical weed 9 Qutiaw 53 Register
17 Last letter of 54 __ Major (Big 10 Last word of a 55 Biblical Greek
Greek alphabet Dipper) prayer word for love
18 Loch __ monster 56 Runny 11 Wind 56 German "Mrs."
s 19 Island inhabitant 59 Sea between 12 Ship initials 57 Easter flower
T 21 Eden tempter Turkey and 14 Easter hat 58 Ancient
23 Relative Greece 20 Relating to the European region
25 Self-righteous 63 Leaky faucet hearing 60 Black
E0 |51 26 Farm credit noise 22 Set 61 Too
administration 64 Trickery 24 Chores 62 Meshes
(abbr.) 66 Competent 26 Disconcert 63 Dekagram
29 Hind 67 Cabbage cousin 27 Jams (abbr.)
31 Postage 68 Parasite 28 Expression of 65 Wield
34 Wing 69 Inform disgust
35 Afloat (2 wds.) 70 Males 30 Horse controls
37 Pineapple brand 71 Women's 32 Leader of
39 Skunk-like magazine Exodus
African animal 72 Son of Seth 33 Rich
41 Tease 36 Adios

When life gives you a hundred reasons to break down and
cry
Show life that you have a million reason to smile and
laugh

Kennewick Church of Christ

3926 W. Kennewick Ave. Kennewick, WA 99336
509-783-4013

Website: www Kennewickcoc.com Facebook page: Kennewick Church of Chnist

Church Email: kenncoc@gmail.com

Meeting Times:
Sunday Bible Study 9:30 am
Sunday Morning Worship 10:30 am

Wednesday Night Bible Study 6:00 pm

Sunday Night Worship 6:00 pm
Minister: Chase Sullins

Attendance 04/05 52 Contribution 04/05 $4198.00




