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Expanding Your Spiritual Comfort Zone

Most of us have an area that might be called our "spiritual comfort zone," which is the area where we feel

most comfortable trusting God. When God calls us to go beyond our spiritual comfort zone, we begin to feel

nervous or uncomfortable. We would prefer not to go outside the zone until we feel better about it.

For example, we might be comfortable talking about God with church friends, but nervous about explaining

our faith to someone who does not believe. We might be comfortable in our current job, but anxious about the

possibility that God wants to do some vocational realignment. We might feel enough faith to pray for people we

are in relationship with, but actually confronting someone who has been behaving badly toward us would make

us cringe. We might discuss past problems smoothly enough, but the idea of honestly naming our current

struggles to a trusted friend would send us running.

There is only one way to increase your spiritual comfort zone and acquiring more information alone will not do

it. You will have to follow the Path of God, which requires taking a leap of faith.

You need to get out of the boat a little every day. Begin the day by asking God for wisdom about where you

need to get your feet wet that day. Call someone whom you have been avoiding out of fear. Express your faith

to a person who does not know about your beliefs. Make a gesture of friendship toward someone when you are

tempted to hold back. Risk speaking the truth to a spouse, parent or friend when your normal course would be

to hesitate. It does not matter whether all these steps turn out the way you hoped. Of course, things will end in

failure sometimes, but you are giving your faith a chance to grow.

You have to get out of the boat a little every day. As you do, your faith will deepen and your spiritual comfort

zone will widen. Where is God calling you to walk on the water? ~John Ortberg
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Elders:  
Clarence Botts:  509-521-3344; ccbotts@hotmail.com

LaVern Engelke: 509-783-6479; vern.engelke@gmail.com

Attendance 01/06:  60      |            Budget $2400.33             |         Contribution 01/06  $3635.00

Love Without Fear in Worship

God's people are to worship and serve Him with all their being, soul, mind, and body. To love God is to worship

and serve God in spirit and in truth (John 4:24). Worship, that is motivated and directed by love, enables the child

of God to pour out the feelings and emotions of his heart in sincere devotions to God. The spirit of the worshipper

must be in tune with God to reach the throne of His divine grace and mercy. The love of God motivates man to

honor God and worship him in spirit and in truth.

The authority of the Scriptures is the standard by which man's faith, through which love is expressed, is regulated.

The apostle Paul declared: "And whatsoever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus" (Col.

3:17). ~V.E. Howard

Minister:

Dustin McCrickard 509-579-9068

Open Congregational meeting – 2nd Sunday at 5:00 pm. All are welcome

And we have come to know and have believed the love which God has for us. God is love, 

and the one who abides in love, abides in God, and God abides in him. By this, love is 

perfected with us, that we may have confidence in the day of judgment; because as He is, 

so also are we in this world. There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear, 

because fear involves punishment, and the one who fears in not perfected in love. We love, 

because He first loved us. (1 John 4:16-18)

22And straightway Jesus constrained his disciples to get into a ship, and to go before him

unto the other side, while he sent the multitudes away. 23And when he had sent the

multitudes away, he went up into a mountain apart to pray: and when the evening was

come, he was there alone. 24But the ship was now in the midst of the sea, tossed with

waves: for the wind was contrary. 25And in the fourth watch of the night Jesus went unto

them, walking on the sea. 26And when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were

troubled, saying, It is a spirit; and they cried out for fear. 27But straightway Jesus spake

unto them, saying, Be of good cheer; it is I, be not afraid. 28And Peter answered him and

said, Lord, if it be thou, bid me come unto thee on the water. 29And he said, Come. And

when Peter was come down out of the ship, he walked on the water, to go to Jesus. (Matt

14:22-29)

http://www.kennewickcoc.com/


Remaining Faithful in the Midst of Great Trials

Then Midianite traders passed by; so, the brothers pulled Joseph up and lifted him out of the pit, and sold

him to the Ishmaelites for twenty shekels of silver. And they took Joseph to Egypt” (Genesis 37:28).

James writes, “My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials” (James 1:2). Do you enjoy going

through trials? Many times, I find I can look back on the trials through which I have gone and see how God has

helped me through them and helped me grow because I went through them; but, I don’t always handle things

so well in the midst of the particular trials through which I am going.

Joseph, the 11th son of the Patriarch Jacob, endured some great trials in his life. As the opening passage

above indicates, he was sold into slavery by his own brothers (Genesis 37:28). He had experienced great

anguish in his soul and pleaded with his brothers not to do this to him (Genesis 42:21). Another trial he faced

was being cast into prison following a false accusation made against him by Potiphar’s wife (Genesis 39:20).

He faced these trials with no family to support or encourage him. How did Joseph show his faithfulness to God

while he was in the midst of suffering great trials?

First, Joseph honored God by his godly living. When Joseph arrived in slavery in Egypt, he was sold to an

officer of Pharaoh named Potiphar (Genesis 37:36). We have no indication that Joseph wallowed in self-pity

as he found himself in these horrific circumstances. He didn’t blame God saying, “God why are you letting this

happen to me?” Instead, Joseph just continues to honor God by serving faithfully in whatever capacity he finds

himself. In fact, he serves Potiphar so well that Potiphar makes him master of his house (Genesis 39:1-4).

Later, after being thrown in prison for a crime he did not commit, Joseph doesn’t give up in discouragement or

dwell on protesting his innocence. Instead, he again honors God by his service (Genesis 39:22-23). Because

Joseph honored God by his godly living, God blessed him and was with Joseph in all he did (Genesis 39:2, 5,

21, 23). Joseph did not let the terrible circumstances in which he found himself to dictate whether or not he

would remain faithful to God.

A second way in which Joseph showed his faithfulness to God was by his fleeing temptation. While in

charge of Potiphar’s house, Potiphar’s wife tempts Joseph to commit sexual immorality (Genesis 38:7). She

did not do this just once, but on a daily basis (Genesis 38:10)! When one considers all he had endured, it must

have been tempting for Joseph to want to find comfort in her arms. However, his commitment to remain faithful

to God was far greater than any desire to give into this temptation. Notice his response: “But he refused and

said to his master's wife, ‘Look, my master does not know what is with me in the house, and he has committed

all that he has to my hand. There is no one greater in this house than I, nor has he kept back anything from

me but you, because you are his wife. How then can I do this great wickedness, and sin against God?’”

(Genesis 39:8-9). Joseph did not believe the trials he suffered gave him an excuse to cave into temptation!

I admit it is difficult to count trials a joy as I am going through them. I know I need to grow in this area and

learn to do this. I find great encouragement from Joseph that it can be done! I refuse to allow the trials I face to

cause me to give into temptation or dishonor God by ungodly living. Today, I will strive to follow Joseph’s godly

example of how to remain faithful to God even in the midst of great trials!

“For this is commendable, if because of conscience toward God one endures grief, suffering wrongfully. For

what credit is it if, when you are beaten for your faults, you take it patiently? But when you do good and suffer,

if you take it patiently, this is commendable before God” (1 Peter 1:19-20). ~Susquehanna, Church of Christ

Bill & Linda Lafferty 12/24
Hannah Minor 1/5
Linda Lafferty 1/8
Gayle Caldwell 1/12
Holden Minor 1/15
Henry Walker 1/18
Larry Moore 1/19

01/06 First Sunday Potluck

01/12  Men’s Breakfast and Fellowship

01/13  Open Congregation Meeting 5:00p

01/16  Soup Night 

02/03 First Sunday Potluck

02/09  Men’s Breakfast and Fellowship

02/10  Open Congregation Meeting 5:00p

02/20  Soup Night 

In Him, you also, after listening to the message
of truth, the gospel of your salvation –having
also believed, you were sealed in Him with the
Holy Spirit of promise, who is given as a pledge
of our inheritance, with a view to the
redemption of God’s own possession, to the
praise of his glory. Eph.1:13-14

Bible Studies

Adult Bible Classes
Sunday a.m.–Ephesians

Wednesday – Acts 1-12

Mary Beth Walker 1/22
Shirley Childers 1/24
Eddie & Eunice Petross 1/24
Loretta Slettene 1/26
Mary Lewis 1/27
Casey Berry 1/28
Hannah Mendoza 1/29
Nadine Mohr 1/19

Keep These Dates in Mind January Birthdays and Anniversaries

Youth Classes
Classroom Wing
Teen Class -
Teen Room

Ladies Class
Thursday 
10:00a.m –
11:30a.m.  

In Our

Prayers

Issues (ongoing): Karen McBurney, Bob Childers, Shirley Childers, Kaleb McCrickard,

Vern Mast, Sue Aldrich, Marji Lindholm, The Johnson family, Marilyn Davis, Randy

Hargus, Eunice Petros, Shawna Stephens, Tami Pennington

Please keep Helen Pierce in your prayers as she finishes up her back

procedures and ask that these treatments give her some relief from the pain.

Keep Tanner and Heather Sitton in your prayers as they deal with the lost of

their daughter soon after she was born..

Karen McBurney has asked that we keep her family in our prayers.

Our Ministries

Mountain States Children's Home 
Religion that is pure and undefiled before God the father is this: to visit orphans and widows in their affliction, and to keep oneself 

unstained from the world. (James 1:27)

Peru Ministry – Oscar and Anna Maria in Peru

Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the son and of the Holy Spirit

Food Pantry - Our food pantry is located in the small room next to the library. 

“Whoever is generous to the poor lends to the LORD, and he will repay him for his deed.” (Proverbs 19:17)

Austin and Kennadie McCrickard – Bear Valley Bible Institute

“And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers to equip the saints for the work of ministry, 

for building up the body of Christ. (Ephesians 4:11-12)

A tree with strong roots can withstand the most violent storm. But the tree can’t grow 

roots just as the storm appears on the horizon.


