How Does God Determine Worship (Con’t From Page 1)
Latreuo is defined simply “to serve, to rend religious service” (Vine’s Expository Dictionary, p. 686), in ‘the
carrying out of religious duties” (BDAG, p. 587). Sustained daily and hourly service to the Lord (as He defines
“service”) is what He commands and expects; sustained daily and hourly worship to the Lord (as He defines
‘worship”) is impossible.

Some translations of Romans 12:1 have contributed to confusing the issue. The ASV renders the text: “|
beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable
to God, which is your spiritual service (latreuo).” Some modern versions have translated it, “...which is your
spiritual worship,” making it sound as if the offering of one’s body as a living sacrifice is a matter of
daily proskuneo worship, rather than daily /atreuo service. As the context of Romans 12 demands (yea, even the
context of the entirety of Scripture), serving God is a 24/7 responsibility of every
Christian! Whereas, worshiping God (by following His designated pattern, through His designated avenues, at
His designated times, etc.) is an act that has a very definite starting point and very definite stopping point. All of
worship may be designated as service, but not all of service can be designated as worship.

May God help us to worship Him and to serve Him as He has prescribed in His Word, and to never confuse
or seek to interchange one for the other! ~David Sproule

April 25, 2021

Paul’'s Warning
Brother's my heart's desire and prayer to God for them is that they may be saved. For | bear them witness
that they have a zeal for God, but not according to knowledge. For, being ignorant of the righteousness of
God, and seeking to establish their own, they did not submit to God'’s righteousness. For Christ is the end of
the law for righteousness to everyone who believes. (Romans 10:1-4)
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The most common word for worship in the Greek New Testament is “proskuneo,” which literally means “to
kiss” (kuneo) ‘toward” (pros). The word is defined, “fall down and worship, do obeisance to, prostrate
oneself before, do reverence to” (BDAG Greek Lexicon [2000], p. 882). The definition and New Testament
usage of this word clearly indicates an act — an act of homage and reverence.

After the birth of the Christ on earth, “wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, saying, ‘Where is He
who has been born King of the Jews? For we have seen His star in the East and have come to worship
Him” (Matt. 2:1-2). Notice the understanding and emphasis of this word — worship was something that they
had traveled some distance to do in a specific place (and in a specific manner), and it was not something
they were already doing or always doing.

This usage is reminiscent of Abraham’s words in Genesis 22. “Abraham rose early in the morning” (he
was not worshiping yet), “and he split the wood for the burnt offering” (he was not worshiping yet, but he
was making preparations), “and arose and went to the place of which God had told him” (he was not
worshiping yet, but he was going to the place where God told him to worship), “and Abraham said to his
young men, ‘Stay here with the donkey; the lad and | will go yonder and worship, and we will come back to
you” (22:1-5). Abraham affirmed (by word and action) that he was not yet worshiping, until he would come
to the right time and place and with the right preparations. “Worship” was something that would begin (in a
designated location) and would also end (before leaving the designated location). (This can also be seen in
other passages, such as Exodus 4:31; Judges 7:15; 1 Samuel 1:3, 19; 2 Samuel 12:20; Acts 8:27-
28; 24:11; etc.) Scripture presents worship as a definite act of reverence paid to God through specific acts
done in a specific location at a specific time. Worship is never presented in Scripture as something that is
done continuously, 24/7.

Nevertheless, there is a word (somewhat related to, yet completely distinct from worship) which requires
our constant, daily, hour-by-hour devotion — service. Jesus emphasized both worship and service, and yet
distinguished the two concepts, in Matthew 4:10. “You shall worship (proskuneo) the LORD your God, and
Him only you shall serve (latreuo).” Jesus was not being redundant; there is a distinction. The same
distinction between worship and service is made elsewhere, including by Paul who “went up to Jerusalem to
worship (proskuneo)” no more than 12 days earlier in Acts 24:11, but he was “earnestly
serving (latreuo) God night and day” (Acts 26:7).

(Continued on Page 4)
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Since we have entered into this time of | Mike Manning 5/1 “...Now Rehoboam was forty-one years old when he became king; and he reigned seventeen years in
uncertainty with those in the government asking | Lynette Jones 5/4 Jerusalem, the city which the Lord had chosen out of all the tribes of Israel, to put His name there. His
us to keep our assemblies to a minimum and to | Gerald Funnell 5/5 mother's name was Naamah, an Ammonitess. And he did evil, because he did not prepare his heart to
use caution and discretion as we meet, any | | | afferty 5/8 seek the Lord” (2 Chronicles 12:13-14).
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Rehoboam had become king following the death of King Solomon. His kingdom was immediately
divided as 10 of the 12 tribes over which his father had ruled refused to submit to his reign as he rejected
the wise advice of the elders and heeded the foolish advice of those his peers concerning how he should
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Why did God do all of this? | believe it goes back to the fact that Rehoboam failed to “prepare his heart
Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the son and of the to seek after God” (2 Chronicles 12:14)' Because Rehoboam failed to do thiS, God would have to use
Holy Spirit chastisement as a way to teach Rehoboam to the importance of submitting to Lord (cf. Proverbs 3:11-
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