Are You Thankful for the Church?

In the letters to the churches of Rome, Corinth, Colossi and Philippi, the Apostle Paul
expressed his deep gratitude for those congregations. He was thankful for their faithfulness,
fellowship and spiritual growth. Even though these groups of Christians struggled with
temptation and sin, Paul appreciated his relationship with the church. Can we say the same
about ourselves? Are we thankful for the church? If so, how do we express our appreciation?

Here are a few ways and reasons we should be eternally grateful for this great institution:

* Jesus Christ Died for the Church - Acts 20:28; Eph. 5:24-25

* The Benefit of a Spiritual Family — Eph. 3:14-15 & Love for One Another is Found in the
Church — 1 Peter 1:22

* Forgivenessis Found in Church Fellowship—1 John 1:7

* Gratitude Shown by Consistent Fellowship - Acts 2:42

* Physical Needs are Met Thru the Church - Acts 4:34

* Peace and Harmony is Found in the Church - Rom. 15:5

* One Can be Worry-Free in the Church — Phil. 4:6-7

* Our Thankfulness is Shown by Giving— 2 Cor. 9:6-8

* Spiritual Support is Found in the Church —James 5:13-16

* Good Works Come from the Church — Eph. 2:10

* Christis the Savior of the Church — Eph. 5:23 ~ Jay Launius
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No longer will there be anything accursed, but the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and his
servants will worship him. They will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads. And night will be
no more. They will need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light, and they will reign
forever and ever.
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Has Satan Robbed Us of Our Joy?

“Make a joyful shout to the Lord, all you lands! Serve the Lord with gladness; come before His presence
with singing” (Psa. 100:1-2). These are strange words when one considers all the trials David faced. They
began at the slaying of Goliath, continued for years as a fugitive from the jealous wrath of King Saul and
then the rebellion lead by his son after he became king. Joyful shouts? Serving with gladness? Singing in
His presence? How can one possibly find joy and gladness in the midst of all of this adversity?

Yet David did. Look at the thoughts which follow the opening words of this psaim. As you think about
them, make application as to how you can find true joy in the midst of all that has happened to us in the
midst of dealing with the threat of covid.

True joy comes from exalting Lord as God. “Know that the Lord, He is God.” While we may have
become disheartened over the months because we have had little control in most aspects of our lives, one
eternal truth has not changed. Our Father is greater than any trial we face. How do we face our Goliaths? A
shepherd boy stood before a man almost twice his size and proclaimed, “l come to you in the name of the
Lord of hosts....This day the Lord will deliver you into my hand....For the battle is the Lord’s and He will give
you into our hands” (1 Sam. 17:45-47). Knowing that God is in charge will always result in our victory, and
our response will be the coming into His presence with joyful singing.

True joy comes from realizing He has made us. Continue reading that psalm. ‘It is He who has made
us, and not we ourselves.” Whenever we think that our happiness and fulfilment come from our dealing with
adversity, we are doomed to failure. He is the Creator, and we are the created ones. We are not in charge
and looking inward will never bring happiness and fulfilment. David destroyed the giant but not from his own
skills as a warrior. Those who were warriors in that day cowered in fear of the battle. David knew that the
Creator was the One who fought against his enemy. The result is joyful praise and thanksgiving.

True joy comes from coming before God and praising Him. Look carefully at David’s words. We must
make joyful noise to the Lord; come before His presence with singing; enter into His gates with
thanksgiving; enter into His courts with praise; be thankful and bless His name. Covid has robbed us of
assembling over the past several months, and we have been robbed of coming into His presence and His
courts and finding the joy which comes from singing and praising His name as we once did.

We must not let Satan rob us of true joy! ~ Dan Jenkins
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But love your enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return, and your reward will be
great, and you will be sons of the Most High, for he is kind to the ungrateful and the evil. Be
merciful, even as your Father is merciful. (Luke 6:35-36)
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