False Gods

A false god can be anything that means more to us than GOD. It can be anything that we spend too much
time or money on, It can be anything that we turn to for comfort or deliverance other than the only true and living
GOD.

The problem with letting a false god into our lives is that it's so hard to get rid of him.

How sad the Lord must feel when we ask Him to step aside from the center of our hearts to make room for a
house, a car, a computer or a career or anything else that takes control of our lives. May God give us the
strength to overcome!

24Then Jesus told his disciples, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and
follow me. 25 For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. 26For
what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world and forfeits his soul? Or what shall a man give in return for
his soul? 27For the Son of Man is going to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will repay
each person according to what he has done. (Matt. 16:24-27)

The Lord alone is God; there is no other besides him
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The Rainbow Reminder that God Keeps His Promises

It shall be, when | bring a cloud over the earth, that the rainbow shall be seen in the cloud; and | will remember My
covenant which is between Me and you and every living creature of all flesh; the waters shall never again become a
flood to destroy all flesh” (Genesis 9:14-15).

Peter writes about the importance of the promises God makes: “As His divine power has given to us all things that
pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of Him who called us by glory and virtue, by which have been
given to us exceedingly great and precious promises, that through these you may be partakers of the divine nature,
having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust” (2 Peter 1:3-4). How can we be sure that God keeps
these “great and precious promises”?

The opening verses above were spoken by God to Noah following the great flood that destroyed every living thing
upon the earth except Noah and those who were with him in the ark (Genesis 9:13-15). Can you imagine what it must
have been like for Noah and his family at that time?

Because the wickedness of man had become exceedingly great (Genesis 6:11-12), God had told Noah to build an
ark because He was going to bring a flood upon the earth that would destroy all flesh (Genesis 13-14). It had not even
rained on the earth at this time (cf. Genesis 2:4-6). Noah had to trust in God's promise that the rain would come and
to come in such an overwhelming extent that it would flood the entire earth. Furthermore, he had to trust that the ark,
whose design God had instructed Noah on how to build (Genesis 6:14-16), would float and be able to withstand this
flood.

Noah clung to these promises of God as he, his family, and the animals entered the ark. Moreover, can you imagine
what it must have been like for Noah and his family while they were in the ark? The massive downpour of rain and the
rising of the flood waters must have been scary to behold. In addition, as the ark rose and was tossed about by the
great flood, thoughts of wondering how this would all end must have entered in the hearts and minds of Noah's family.
Yet, they all endured this great trial because they trusted in God's promises that He would save them (cf. Genesis
6:17-18).

After spending more than a year in the ark (cf. Genesis 7:11; 8:13-14), Noah, his family, and the animals that were
with them exit the ark. As he does so, what does Noah do? He acknowledges God by building an altar and
worshipping God: “Then Noah built an altar to the Lord, and took of every clean animal and of every clean bird, and
offered burnt offerings on the altar” (Genesis 8:20). Noah rejoiced that God had been faithful to keep all the promises
He had made to him.

As God smells the aroma of the sacrifices which Noah had made upon the altar, He makes a promise that He will
never again bring a flood to destroy all the earth (Genesis 8:21-22). Moreover, as the opening verses above indicate,
He set His rainbow in the clouds so that all men may be forever reminded that God is faithful to keep His promises
(Genesis 9:11-17).

Like Noah, we face trials in our lives. As we face these challenges, we must cling to God's promises. Today, |
rejoice because, by the rainbow in the sky, | am reminded that no matter how great the obstacles | must overcome, |
can trust in God because God is faithful to keep His promises.

“Thus God, determining to show more abundantly to the heirs of promise the immutability of His counsel, confirmed
it by an oath, that by two immutable things, in which it is impossible for God to lie, we might have strong consolation,
who have fled for refuge to lay hold of the hope set before us” (Hebrews 6:17-18).

~Susquehanna Valley Church of Christ, Daily Devotional)
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want to see some thing or idea implemented in a congregation, and when it is objected to, their defensive response
may be, "What's wrong with it?"

| want to kindly suggest that that is the wrong question. | believe that the more proper question would be, "ls it
authorized by the Bible?" We must have Biblical support for our beliefs and practices. Those who preach and teach
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It is a factual reality borne out in Scripture. If we are faithful to the example of the Bereans and Thessalonians, we
will already be familiar with the heart-rending warning that the apostle Paul stated regarding not only false teachers
in general, but even regarding elders in the church, as he poured out his heart to the elders of the Ephesus
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In the Old Testament both Isaiah (30:10) and Jeremiah (12:6) told of some folks who desired "smooth words".
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Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the son and of the Holy Spirit
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“Whoever is generous to the poor lends to the LORD, and he will repay him for his deed.” (Proverbs 19:17) that really tastes great when we eat it, but it may cause indigestion for hours after-wards. Smooth words can
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