A Call To the Broken?

Moses spoke thus to the people of Israel, but they did not listen to Moses, because of their broken spirit
and harsh slavery. Exodus 6:9

Isn't it ironic that the times when we need God the most, we listen to him least? It's hard to listen when
you're in pain. You're so deeply consumed with suffering that it's hard to hear what others are saying. We
turn inward. We shut down and shut out. We become physically weak and emotionally empty. The light in
our eyes go dim. The spirit is gone. Hope seems lost.

This is when Jesus likes to step in. He is the champion of the downcast and discouraged. He came to
proclaim good news to the poor, liberty to the captives, recovery of sight to the blind, and liberty to the
oppressed (Lk 4:18-19). While Jesus was on the earth he touched lepers, raised widows' sons, healed blind
beggars, brought calm to the demon possessed, and taught lost sheep how to find the way back home.

Jesus cares about you! He's calling you! He loves you! He wants to help you find shelter under his
wings. He wants to carry you in his mighty arms. He wants to pull you out of the pit and rescue you.

Don't let your broken spirit keep you from hearing his voice. He wants to save you from your
bondage. Go to him! He will save you! ~David Maxson
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“For we do nat have a Hgh Priest who cannat sympathize with our weaknesses, but wasin all paints
tenpted as we are, yet without sin. Let us therefare came baldly to the throne of grace, that we may
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Learn to Depend on God

In the first chapter of the Bible we read, “in the beginning God Created the heavens and the earth...And
God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him, male and female created he them’
(Gen. 1:1, 27). God is our maker, our Designer. “Make a joyful noise unto Jehovah, all ye lands. Serve
Jehovah with gladness. Come before his presence with singing. Know ye that Jehovah, he is God. It is he
that hath made us, and we are his; We are his people, and the sheep of his pasture. Enter into his gates
with thanksgiving. And into his courts with praise: Give thanks unto him, and bless his name. For Jehovah is
good. His lovingkindness endureth for ever, And his faithfulness unto all generations” (Psalm 100:1-5).
When we focus on the truth that we are His people and the sheep of His pasture, we must acknowledge the
truth written by the prophet. “O Jehovah, | know that the way of man is not in himself, it is not in man that
walketh to direct his steps” (Jer. 10:23).

Because God created us, He cares for us. He is concerned about what we do, and what is done to us.
David wrote, “Yea, though | walk through the valley of the shadow of death, | will fear no evil; for thou art
with me. Thy rod and thy staff, they comfort me” (Psalm 23:4). The promise of the Lord should always abide
in our hearts, “Lo, | am with you always, even unto the end of the world” (Matt. 28:20).

One of the strongest proofs of God’s concern for us is the death of His only begotten Son, Jesus, on the
cross. “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whoever believeth on him
should hot perish, but have eternal life” (John 3:16). When the Christian is beset by problems, his faith
causes him to look to the cross. “And we know that to them that love God all things work together for good,
even to them that are called according to his purpose...What then shall we say to these things? If God is for
us, who is against us? He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not also
with him freely give us all things? (Rom. 8:28, 31-32). This passage does not say that all things that happen
to us are good, but that God can bring good for us out of it. Covid -19 is not a good thing, but it may expand
medical science’s understanding of viral diseases and how they spread, so that, the next new virus does not
become a world-wide pandemic, claiming millions of lives. And, if God cares enough to give us His Son to
die for us (and He did), then we must realize He will not forsake us now. “And the peace of God, which
passeth all understanding, shall guard your hearts and your thoughts in Christ Jesus” (Phil. 4:7). As Paul
wrote those words, he found himself in Roman custody, facing an unknown outcome in his trial before
Cesar, yet he found an inner peace based on the promises of God and the sacrifice of Jesus. ~Clem
Thurman

Bill Gregory’s office hours are from 10:00a.m. — 2:00p.m. (Please call to make sure he is in before stopping by)

Attendance 01/17: 34 | Budget $2484.00 | Contribution: 01/17: $5255.00

Bvery day may wnot be good, but there Ls something good in
every day
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